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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . The remarks (12/7/2007) presented by the applicant have been duly noted. However, an 
update search and further review of the prior art of record has prompted the presentation of new 

rejections presented below. In view of such, the previous rejections in the office action have been 
withdrawn. Examiner apologizes the inconsistence and conftision in the Office Action mailed 
4/12/2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1,2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morgan 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,394,359). 

In regard to claims 1,2,10, Morgan discloses a remote control thermostat to control a 
thermostat. The system comprises a base thermostat 10 with ambient temperature readout 70, 
transceiver 55 and setpoint readout 80, a remote thermostat 15 with remote readout display 135 
and transceiver 145, base thermostat controller 35 and remote thermostat controller ICQ. The 
various settings of the base unit 10 (as shown in FIG. 3) are transmitted to the remote control 
unit 15 with the aid of a remote unit transceiver module 145 and a remote unit antenna 150. 
Likewise, the various control metrics as issued by the remote control unit 15 are transmitted to 
the base unit 10 (as shown in FIG. 3) as well by the remote unit transceiver module 145 and 
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remote unit antenna 150 (col.6, lines 31-37). The remote readout 135 displays either base 
thermostat temperature, remote thermostat temperature or setpoint temperature. Base unit 10 is 
designed so that it can receive an instructional RP signal from any remote control unit 15 
utilizing the same carrier frequency. In this fashion, many remote control units 15 can be 
purchased to operate a single base unit 10. One can purchase many remote control units 15 and 
put them in any room in the structure for remote operation of base unit 10. The remote controls 
will receive setpoint from base thermostat's setting and the base thermostat's setting is controlled 
either by base thermostat or remote thermostats. Therefore, a changing of temperature setpoint at 
any one of the thermostats will change the temperature setpoint of all of the thermostats. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3 . Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morgan (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,394,359) in view of Dushane et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,348,078). 
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Morgan discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However, Morgan does not 
disclose Daylight Savings Time switch actuator. Dushane discloses multiple thermostats with at 
least one including a time display, a Daylight Savings Time icon, and a Daylight Savings Time 
switch actuator capable of adjusting the time during Daylight Savings time periods (Figure 12a 
and column 1 1 lines 33-35). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of Morgan with a Daylight 
Savings Time switch actuator in view of Dushane so as to make convenience for user to adjust 
time according the daylight savings changes. 

6. Claims 8,9,1 1,13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morgan (U.S. Patent Number 6,394,359) in view of Osann (US 2003/0050737). 

Morgan discloses a remote control thermostat to control a thermostat. The system 
comprises a base thermostat 10 with ambient temperature readout 70, transceiver 55 and se^oint 
readout 80, a remote thermostat 15 with remote readout display 135 and transceiver 145, base 
thermostat controller 35 and remote thermostat controller 100. The various settings of the base 
unit 10 (as shown in FIG. 3) are transmitted to the remote control unit 15 with the aid of a remote 
unit transceiver module 145 and a remote unit antenna 150. Likewise, the various control metrics 
as issued by the remote control unit 15 are transmitted to the base unit 10 (as shown in FIG. 3) as 
well by the remote unit transceiver module 145 and remote unit antenna 150 (col. 6, lines 31-37). 
The remote readout 135 displays either base thermostat temperature, remote thermostat 
temperature or setpoint temperature. Base unit 10 is designed so that it can receive an 
instructional RF signal from any remote confrol unit 15 utilizing the same carrier frequency. In 
this fashion, many remote confrol units 15 can be purchased to operate a single base unit 10. One 
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can purchase many remote control units 15 and put them in any room in the structure for remote 
operation of base unit 10. The remote controls will receive setpoint from base thermostat's 
setting and the base thermostat's setting is controlled either by base thermostat or remote 
thermostats. Therefore, a changing of temperature setpoint at any one of the thermostats will 
change the temperature setpoint of all of the thermostats. Morgan discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed. However, Morgan does not disclose using average temperature and 
clock in the system. Osann discloses the thermostat can compute an average temperature over all 
of the offices and control the heating/cooling system to reach an overall compromise of 
temperatures [135] and can have clock (Fig. 12a). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of 
Morgan with an average temperature selection and clock in view of Osann so as to avoid extreme 
temperature readings and view clock time. 

7. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Longtin 
(U.S. Patent Number 5,566,879). 

Longtin discloses a system for controlling plurality temperature regulating devices. The 
temperature regulating device comprises at least one primary thermostat and a predetermined 
number of a secondary thermostat. The primary and secondary thermostat are adapted to 
communicate with each other by means of commands sent through their own microprocessor 
means, and wherein the central control means send or receive commands to and from the 
temperature regulating device by means of high frequency signals applied to the power lines 
(col.3, lines 8-19). It is possible to install more then one primary thermostat per house. The only 
difference with the secondary thermostats is that the primary thermostat can SET at a single 
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point in the house the temperature of every room (col.l 1, lines 43-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to install 
primary thermostat in every room in order to be able to SET the temperature of every room in the 
house. 

8. Claims 8 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Longtin 
(U.S. Patent Number 5,566,879) in view of Osann (US 2003/0050737). 

Longtin discloses a system for controlling plurality temperature regulating devices. The 
temperature regulating device comprises at least one primary thermostat and a predetermined 
number of a secondary thermostat. The primary and secondary thermostat are adapted to 
communicate with each other by means of commands sent through their own microprocessor 
means, and wherein the central control means send or receive commands to and from the 
temperature regulating device by means of high frequency signals applied to the power lines 
(col.3, lines 8-19). It is possible to install more then one primary thermostat per house. The only 
difference with the secondary thermostats is that the primary thermostat can SET at a single 
point in the house the temperature of every room (col.l 1, lines 43-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to install 
primary thermostat in every room in order to be able to SET the temperature of every room in the 
house. However, Longtin does not disclose using average temperature in the system. Osann 
discloses the thermostat can compute an average temperature over all of the offices and control 
the heating/cooling system to reach an overall compromise of temperatures [135]. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to modify the apparatus of Longtin with an average temperature selection in view of Osann 
so as to avoid extreme temperature readings. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 1 6, 1 7,2 1 and 26-28 are allowed. 

10. Claims 3-6,14,15,18,19 and 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chen- Wen Jiang whose telephone number is (571) 272-4809. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl Tyler can be reached on (571) 272-4834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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